
 

     ST. DAVID’S ON-THE-HILL 

                                     EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

      Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

   Sunday, September 5th, 2021 

           The Reverend James Jacob, Priest 

              

Entrance Hymn:  “I have decided to follow Jesus”  

 

The Holy Eucharist: Rite Two                                           BCP  355 

Celebrant:  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People:     And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 

The Celebrant may say 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 

secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 

Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 

Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

When appointed, the following hymn or some other song of praise is sung or said, all standing 

Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to his people on earth. 
 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks, 

we praise you for your glory. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 

have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  

receive our prayer. 
 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, 

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father.   Amen. 
 

 



 

 

 

Celebrant:     The Lord be with you.                                                BCP  357 

People:          And also with you.                     

Celebrant:      Let us pray. 
 

 

Collect for the Day. Grant us, O Lord, to trust in you with all our hearts; for, as 

you always resist the proud who confide in their own strength, so you never 

forsake those who make their boast of your mercy; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 

ever. Amen. 

 

The First Lesson 

First Reading:  A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah 

Chapter 35: 4-7a 
 

Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 

‘Be strong, do not fear! 
 

Here is your God. 

He will come with vengeance, 

 

with terrible recompense. 

He will come and save you.’ 
 

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 

and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 

 

then the lame shall leap like a deer, 

and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 

 

For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, 

and streams in the desert; 

 

the burning sand shall become a pool, 

and the thirsty ground springs of water; 

 

 

            The Word of the Lord                People: Thanks be to God 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Psalm 146 (spoken responsively by half verse) 

 

1 Hallelujah! 

Praise the Lord, O my soul! * 

I will praise the Lord as long as I live; 

I will sing praises to my God while I have my being. 

 

2 Put not your trust in rulers, nor in any child of earth, * 

for there is no help in them. 

 

3 When they breathe their last, they return to earth, * 

and in that day their thoughts perish. 

 

4 Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help! * 

whose hope is in the Lord their God; 

 

5 Who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; * 

who keeps his promise for ever; 

 

6 Who gives justice to those who are oppressed, * 

and food to those who hunger. 

 

7 The Lord sets the prisoners free; 

the Lord opens the eyes of the blind; * 

the Lord lifts up those who are bowed down; 

 

8 The Lord loves the righteous; 

the Lord cares for the stranger; * 

he sustains the orphan and widow, 

but frustrates the way of the wicked. 

 

9 The Lord shall reign for ever, * 

your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. 

Hallelujah! 

 

The Second Lesson 
 

A Reading from Book of the letter of James 

Chapter 2: 1-17 
 

My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really believe in 

our glorious Lord Jesus Christ? For if a person with gold rings and in fine 

clothes comes into your assembly, and if a poor person in dirty clothes also 

comes in, and if you take notice of the one wearing the fine clothes and say, 

“Have a seat here, please,” while to the one who is poor you say, “Stand there,” 
or, “Sit at my feet,” have you not made distinctions among yourselves, and 
become judges with evil thoughts? Listen, my beloved brothers and sisters. Has 

not God chosen the poor in the world to be rich in faith and to be heirs of the  

 

 



 

kingdom that he has promised to those who love him?  But you have dishonored 

the poor. Is it not the rich who oppress you? Is it not they who drag you into 

court? Is it not they who blaspheme the excellent name that was invoked over 

you? 

 

You do well if you really fulfill the royal law according to the scripture, “You 
shall love your neighbor as yourself.” But if you show partiality, you commit 
sin and are convicted by the law as transgressors. For whoever keeps the whole 

law but fails in one point has become accountable for all of it. For the one who 

said, “You shall not commit adultery,” also said, “You shall not murder.” Now 
if you do not commit adultery but if you murder, you have become a 

transgressor of the law. So speak and so act as those who are to be judged by the 

law of liberty. For judgment will be without mercy to anyone who has shown no 

mercy; mercy triumphs over judgment. 

 

What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do not 

have works? Can faith save you? If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily 

food, and one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fill,” 
and yet you do not supply their bodily needs, what is the good of that? So faith 

by itself, if it has no works, is dead. 

  

 The Word of the Lord             People:  Thanks be to God 
 

The Gospel 

The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Mark 7: 24-37 

Glory to you, Lord Christ 

 

Jesus set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house and did 

not want anyone to know he was there. Yet he could not escape notice, but a 

woman whose little daughter had an unclean spirit immediately heard about 

him, and she came and bowed down at his feet. Now the woman was a Gentile, 

of Syrophoenician origin. She begged him to cast the demon out of her 

daughter. He said to her, “Let the children be fed first, for it is not fair to take 
the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” But she answered him, “Sir, even 
the dogs under the table eat the children’s crumbs.” Then he said to her, “For 
saying that, you may go—the demon has left your daughter.” So she went 
home, found the child lying on the bed, and the demon gone. 

 

Then he returned from the region of Tyre and went by way of Sidon towards the 

Sea of Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. They brought to him a deaf man 

who had an impediment in his speech; and they begged him to lay his hand on 

him. He took him aside in private, away from the crowd, and put his fingers into 

his ears, and he spat and touched his tongue. Then looking up to heaven, he 

sighed and said to him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” And immediately his 
ears were opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke plainly. Then Jesus 

ordered them to tell no one; but the more he ordered them, the more zealously  

 

 



 

 

they proclaimed it. They were astounded beyond measure, saying, “He has done 
everything well; he even makes the deaf to hear and the mute to speak.” 

 

        The Gospel of the Lord                People:  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 
 

The Sermon                                        The Reverend James Jacob 

 

The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 

 of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

 eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 

 true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 

 Through him all things were made. 

 For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 

 by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

 and was made man.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

 he suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again 

 in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom 

will have no end.  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 

proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is  

worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in 

one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 

forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the 

world to come.  Amen. 
 

The Prayers of the People 

With confidence in God’s compassion and generosity, let us pray for the church, 
the world, and all of God’s creation. 
(brief silence) 
 

O God, we pray for the church.  Give it the courage to translate faith into action.  

Guide the hands and feet of the faithful to answer the needs so abundant in this 

world.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

We pray for streams, pools, springs of water, oceans, lakes, and rivers.  Protect 

all water sources that refresh and sustain the land, animals, and human beings.  

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

 



 

 

We pay for the world leaders, that they act for the good of all.  We pray for all 

workers, those who can find no work, those who work in unsafe conditions, and 

those whose labor is exploited.  We especially pray for our service members: 

Jake Knight, Elizabeth Butler and Matthew Paiva and Debbie Cox.  Lord, in 

your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for those who lack daily food, who are fearful, and who suffer in body, 

mind, or spirit especially Beth, Michelle, Marsha, Max, the Skuce Family, 

Alexandra, Anne, Jack, Emily, Fred, Steven, Diane, Rebecca, Don, Sue, Vinny, 

Ronnie, Paul, Brad, Elaine, and Michael.  Come and save them.   

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  

 

We pray for this congregation.  Make it a place of equality, welcome, and full 

inclusion.  Empower us to live out radical hospitality.  Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

O God, we remember all who have gone before us and give thanks for their 

faith and their works.  Give us the fortitude to carry on in the work left for us.  

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Into your hands, loving God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in the 

grace of Jesus our Savior.  Amen. 

 

Concluding prayer by the Celebrant 

We especially pray for all those who are celebrating birthdays: Eleanor Galli, 

Richard Bolig, Carmine Detomasis, Mia Boscia, and Grace Malaby.  We also 

pray for those who are celebrating wedding anniversaries. 

 

The Confession of Sin:                                                    BCP 359 

The Deacon or Celebrant says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 

Minister and People 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

 

 



 

that we may delight in your will, 

‘and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name.  Amen. 

The Bishop, when present, or the Priest, stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 

keep you in eternal life.  Amen. 

 

The Peace 

All stand. The Celebrant says to the people 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People   And also with you. 

Offertory 

Having listened to the Word of God, affirmed our faith, confessed our sins, 

received forgiveness and shared in the peace, we are prepared for the mystery 

of Holy Communion. At the offertory, we gratefully offer back to God some of 

what God has given us, symbolically in the bread and wine, and in the money 

we give.  

Offertory Hymn:  “Behold the lamb”                         by Martin Willet 

Celebrant    I appeal to you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present 

yourselves as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your 

spiritual worship.  

 

The Holy Communion 

Eucharistic Prayer C 

The people remain standing. The Celebrant, whether bishop or priest, faces them and sings 

or says: 

                   The Lord be with you. 

People         And also with you. 

Celebrant   Lift up your hearts. 

People        We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Celebrant   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People         It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 



 

God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise. 

Glory to you for ever and ever. 
 

At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, 

galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island 

home. 

By your will they were created and have their being. 
 

From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us 

with memory, reason, and skill.  You made us the rulers of creation.  But we 

turned against you and betrayed your trust; and we turned against one another. 

Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight. 
 

Again and again, you called us to return.  Through prophets and sages you 

revealed your righteous Law.  And in the fulness of time you sent your only 

Son, born of a woman, to fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of freedom 

and peace. 

By his blood, he reconciled us.  By his wounds, we are healed. 
 

And therefore, we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, 

apostles, and martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked to 

you in hope, to proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn: 

Celebrant and People 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

The people stand or kneel. Then the Celebrant continues 

And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by 

water and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts.  Sanctify them by your 

Holy Spirit to be the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, 

in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole 

world. 

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or to lay a hand 

upon it; and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any 

other vessel containing wine to be consecrated. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ 

took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his 

friends, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this 

for the remembrance of me." 

 



 

After supper he took the cup of wine; gave thanks, and said, "Drink this, all of 

you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many 

for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance 

of me." 

Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of 

thanksgiving, 
 

 We celebrate his death and resurrection, as we await the day of his 

coming. 

Lord God of our Fathers and Mothers; God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; 

Hagar, Sarah, Rebecca, Leah, and Rachel; God and Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ:  Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us.  Deliver 

us from the presumption of coming to this Table for solace only, and not for 

strength, for pardon only, and not for renewal.  Let the grace of this Holy 

Communion make us one world in his name. 

Risen Lord, be known to us in the breading of the Bread. 

Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High 

Priest, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, 

and worship, from generation to generation.  Amen. 

And now, as our Savior                          

Christ has taught us,                                

we are bold to say,   

People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  

Amen. 
 

The Breaking of the Bread 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 

A period of silence is kept. Then may be sung or said 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

Therefore, let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

"O Lamb of God, that takes away the sins of the world, 

have mercy upon us. 

 



 

O Lamb of God, that takes away the sins of the world, 

have mercy upon us. 

O Lamb of God, that takes away the sins of the world, 

grant us thy peace 

In place of, or in addition to, the preceding, some other suitable anthem may be used. 

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

and may add 

Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your 

hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

A spiritual communion is personal devotional that anyone can pray at any time 

to express their desire to receive Holy Communion at that moment, but in which 

circumstances impede them from actually receiving Holy Communion. 

The presider invites the following prayer to be said by all. 

Beloved Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Blessed Sacrament of 

the Altar. 

I love you above all things, and I desire to receive you in my soul.  Since I 

cannot at this moment receive you in the Sacrament of your Body and 

Blood, come spiritually into my heart.  I embrace you and unite myself 

entirely to you.  Let me never be separated from you in this life or in the 

life to come.  Amen. 

 

Communion Hymn:  “The church of Christ in every age” 

 

The ministers receive the Sacrament in both kinds, and then immediately deliver it to the 

people. The Bread and the Cup are given to the communicants with these words 

The Body (Blood) of our Lord Jesus Christ keep you in everlasting life.  Amen. 

After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People 

Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the 

spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 

and for assuring us in these holy mysteries 

that we are living members of the Body of your Son,  

and heirs of your eternal kingdom.  And now, Father, send us out 

to do the work you have given us to do, 

to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. 

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, 

be honor and glory, now and forever.  Amen. 
 



 

Blessing 

 

Closing Hymn:  “Ubi Critas” 

 

Dismissal 

 

Let us go forth into the world, 

rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 

People   Thanks be to God. 
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